Cycle History 31

Proceedings of the
31st International Cycling History Conference
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, 2022




4,

Major Taylor’s Letters to Ben Walker, 1897

By Lynne Tolman, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA

uperstar cyclist Marshall

"Major" Taylor, at age 18,

in his first full season as a

professional bike racer, wrote

letters to his friend Benjamin

Walker in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, from his travels to bike races in
several states. The existence of these let-
ters was unknown to researchers until the
American Antiquarian Society, a national
research library in Worcester, announced
the acquisition in December 2020. The
five letters were sent in summer and fall
1897 from Providence, Rhode Island;
Springfield. Massachusetts; Cleveland,
Ohio: Buffalo. New York; and Indianap-
olis. Indiana.They reveal details about
Taylor's home life and allude to difficulties
he faced as the only African American
racer competing on the pro cycling circuit
during the Jim Crow era.

In the letters Taylor reported his race
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Figure 1. Letter from Major Taylor to Ben
Walker from Providence, Rhode Island, post-
marked July 25, 1897. “Dear Ben, Just a word
to say hallo. I won two races here yesterday. I
have your bars ready now, and will send them
to you as soon as I return to Boston. Goodbye,
Maj. Going to Newport today. Love to all”
American Antiquarian Society.

COLOREDCYGLE CLUB CONIKG

Yatest Fad Among the Dusky
Denizens of Wercesiortown.

One Hundred Twinklinvg Wheels
Form in Bright Array.

1| Malds of Ebon Hue Will Likely
Join Iy, Toe.

o1 A mumber of the young colored men of
+§ Woreester have recenlly fakeu action
looking toward the formation of & biey=
Ef ele chuls,

The matter has beso {alked over 1o
+[ 3 grester or less extent for the prey
-} two months, but it was ouly the other

Figure 2. Worcester Telegram, June 9, 1895.

results to Walker, a fellow cyclist with
whom he lived and entrusted with his
errands, such as sending his suit and
holding on to some of his prize money for
him. Taylor, employed at a bicycle factory,
also mentioned cycling equipment, such as
handlebars and a tandem bike. [Figure 1]

Benjamin Walker was a charter mem-
ber of the Albion Cycle Club,' founded
in Worcester by and for Black bicycle
riders. He was one of 15 men and three
women named in a local newspaper ar-
ticle about the club’s formation in 1895.
[Figure 2] That was the year that Major
Taylor moved east from Indianapolis
with his employer and mentor, Birdie
Munger. Munger was a former high-
wheel champion, and he established a
bike factory in Worcester on a seven-acre
site that had been the New England Steel
‘Works. [Figure 3] Munger was attracted
to Worcester as it was a manufacturing
hub, and he also hoped the racial climate
in the Northeast would be better for his
young Black protégé.”

Taylor joined the Albions — it cost $5 —
and he was the club’s up-and-coming star,
although he wasn’t permanently settled in
Worcester yet. In 1896, Taylor stayed for
a time in Middletown, Connecticut, where
Munger had another bike factory, and in
Brooklyn, New York, where he trained
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with the South Brooklyn Wheelmen, prior
to his professional debut that December in
a six-day race at Madison Square Garden.
Then for part of 1897, Major Taylor stayed
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and trained
with other riders for a Boston vs. Philadel-
phia pursuit race in July. He tried out for
the five-man Boston team and made the
cut. This was one of the earliest racially
integrated teams in professional sports.
[Figure 4]

Major Taylor visited Worcester after the
six-day race in New York, and the Albion
Cycle Club honored him at a banquet.® He
stayed with Ben Walker, one of the club’s
officers. According to the U.S. Census and
city directories, Walker was an upholsterer
and carpet installer, about 13 years older
than Taylor, who lived with his wife and
children at 13 Parker Street in Worcester’s
Beaver Brook neighborhood. That part
of the city had become home to many
African Americans who migrated from the
South.*

Major Taylor’s living arrangement with
the Walkers solidified, and Major Taylor
wrote down 13 Parker Street as his home
address in his pocket diaries for 1897,
1898, and 1899, These little black books
were where he kept track of his travels and
expenses. In the 1898 diary, B.F. Walker
is listed as Taylor’s emergency contact,
at the same address, 13 Parker Street.
[Figure 5]

Along with the letters was an invoice
for two dollars, written out to the Albi-
on Cycle Club. It reads, “engraving on
Major Taylor Trophy.” The order for the
inscription was placed on June 1, 1896.
[Figure 6] The trophy was a silver cup
that was Major Taylor’s prize for winning
the Albion club’s second annual road race
in Worcester, on May 16, 18965 After that.
the Albion riders were colloquially known
as the Major Taylors. Their roster for the
Telegram Road Race in 1898 included
Benjamin Walker. By then Major Taylor
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Figure 3. Worcester Steel Works advertisement
The Street Railway Journal, December 1897,



4. Ly

nne Tolman: Major Taylor’s Letters to Ben Waliker, 1

Figure 4. Boston pursuit team formed for a
race against a Philadelphia team in July 1897,
Standing, Frank Butler and Major Taylor.
Seated, from left, Burns Pierce, Nat Butler,
and Eddie McDuffee. Bearings, July 29, 1897.

Fi 5 sure 5. Major Taylors address and emer-
ency contact in his pocket diary for 1898.
Indiana State Museum.

himself was on to bigger things. [Figure
71

Constance Whitehead Hanks of Au-
burn, Massachusetts, donated these five
letters and the engraving invoice to the
American Antiquarian Society. How the
documents surfaced is a story in itself.
Hanks’s grandfather, Emest Parker White-
head, had trucking, wrecking, construction
and architectural companies in Worcester,
and he also appraised buildings for fire
insurance. His father, an immigrant from
England, had started the business, E.
Whitehead Inc., which developed about 90
acres on Salisbury Street in Worcester. The
third generation, Connie’s father, Richard
D. Whitehead, liquidated the business in
1974 but saved boxes full of things that
had been salvaged from buildings that the
Whiteheads cleared out.’”

The boxes went from their warehouse
at 97 Webster St. in Worcester to the
Whiteheads” home in neighboring Au-
burn, and Constance Hanks began going
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through them after her parents died. When
she first read the letters signed “Maj” and
“Major,” she didn’t know who that was.
But after she noticed the name Taylor on

“one of the papers and recalled driving on

Major Taylor Boulevard in Worcester,
she looked up Major Taylor and put it
together.

That’s when Hanks realized that these
letters came from the famous Black cyclist
who was trying to outrun racism and
indeed reached his goal of being “The
Fastest Bicycle Rider in the World,” as
he titled his autobiography. Major Taylor
set numerous speed records, became
the world sprint champion in 1899 and
was the first African American athlete to
become an international superstar. Hanks
said that before she realized who the letter
writer was, she had assumed that Major
Taylor Boulevard was named for “just
some military person.” In the case of
cyclist Marshall Walter Taylor, Major was
a nickname, not a rank.

After writing from Providence in late
July, Taylor was racking up successes on
the national circuit. He was focused on
vanquishing the reigning national sprint
champion, Eddie “Cannon” Bald. On
September 14, Major Taylor wrote from
Springfield, Massachusetts:

Dear Ben,

This leaves me feeling all right with the
exception of a slight cold. I am riding very
Jast and T qualified in all my heats but one
yesterday, four out of five

Today if I can only do so well I can ralk
"turkev" some, for 1 certainly did beat out
Bald twice yesterday for fair. But those
were only heats and don't count for much.
It’s the finals you know.

I am sending vou a paper also, you can
see for yourself.

Enclosed you will also please find
$40.00 which please lay up on the shelf

ple, on August 31 in a race in Wo
!

- for foul riding, and Wells was di

Figure 6. Invoice for $2.00, written out to the Al-
bion Cycle Club, for “Engraving on Major Taylor
Trophy!” The order for the inscription was placed
on June 1, 1896. American Antiquarian Society.
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Figure 7. Major Taylor photo by Ge
Van Norman, 1898. Miriam .tu.: Ira
lach Division of Art, Prints and P
Picture Collection, New York P:
Digital Collections. Accessed Jam
https://digitalcollections.nypl.o

Jfor me with the rest. I am rid
every day and I don't care 1o be
about anything more than realy is messar
[Figure 8]

Major Taylor biographer Andrew
Ritchie wrote that the rival
Taylor and Bald “was one of
attractions of the season.” * Th
loved Taylor and his tremendc
speed, shocked though th
the novelty of a Black
to-head with white men at a
segregation. As Ritchie p
gle between Taylor and hi
was full of an unstated but o
symbolism.” Ritchie wrote
no suggestion that Bald himself
racist animosity toward Taylo
many of the white riders.
ones Taylor kept defeating
time accepting his presence *

Most of them were furious at |
beaten by a man they regarded
social inferior. And as the compe
the sprint rankings heated up. s
to react with physical hostility. Fo

S Wi

Taylor was crowded into the fen
crashed and was badly bruised. H\
a protest against a rider named CS_V

w

from any of the other races. But
erees didn’t always side with Tay
meet in Newark, New Jersey, otf
threatened Taylor after he won 2
he wanted to withdraw from the ne
His trainer told a newspaper report 1
“the white riders were threatening to 12ke
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the Major’s life if he went out again and
he was scared pale.” The referee demand-
ed evidence, and in the end, Taylor rode
the next race, but he hung back and didn’t
try to win"!

After the Worcester crash, the New
York Sun called for an investigation, [Fig-
ure 9] and Taylor himself told reporters
that he felt he was in mortal danger. He
was quoted September 20 in the Worcester
Telegram: “T have a dread of injury every
time I start in a race with the men who
have been in the circuit this year. They
have threatened to injure me and I expect
that before the season is finished they will
doso.”

The hostility climaxed on September 23
at a meet in Taunton, Massachusetts, after
Major Taylor outsprinted William Becker
of Minneapolis for second place in the
final of the one-mile event. Becker came
up behind Taylor, hauled him off his bike,
threw him to the ground, and choked him
into unconsciousness. The police had to
intervene. Major Taylor was out cold for
about 15 minutes. [Figures 10 & 11]

Figure 8. Letter from Major Taylor to Ben Walker from Springfield,
Massachusetts, dated September 14, 1897. American Antiquarian

Society.
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So, the physical danger was very real;
already it was more than a threat. Taylor
had been the victim of violence more than
once on the racetracks, and yet he kept
putting himself out there.

The choking in Taunton was on
Thursday. and Major Taylor got on a train
to Cleveland on Thursday night or early
Friday. and he raced on Saturday, That
makes Major Taylor’s Sunday morning
letter from Cleveland stand out. Think of
the courage it took for him just to get on
the track in Cleveland. The letter reads:

Sunday 8:45 a.m. Septeniber 26th
Dear Ben —

L arrived here Saturday a.m. at 1:20
and was about 6 hours late owing to a

Jreight train wreck on the road, which we

had to wait uniil it was cleared off the
wack so we could pass. However, 1 raced
in the p.um. and started in three events and
won two of then, also won all of my heats.
I created a big sensation here among the
colored population by winning out yester-
duy, and among the whites as well.

I shall leave here
tonight on the boat for
Buffalo where I shall
race Tuesday. I shall
not go to Trenton as [
expected to do, as the
Jump I think would be
too much for me to
make a good show-
ing. F made $150 our
of this trip and I will
send you $100 of it by
Sfirst mail in the am.

1 guess I will go to
Detroit from Buffolo
bur Idon't remember
the date. I am feeling
ntich better than | ex-
pected to be, after the
Jall I had. Well, I will
nol say much just now
as I haven't had any
breakfast yet, and of
course you know what
that means, 1 don't
want no fooling.

If my suir comes,
take out the swearer
and send rthe suit 10
me at Buffalo, in care
of Buffalo Athletic
Field, and I will get it
afl right.

Goodbye, Love 1o
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New York Paper Says Thara s
8 Combination Against Him,
CONOUST OF RAGING MEN
SHOULD BE INVESTIBATED.

B ——

Subjscted to Constant Thisats of
Injury,

tBoaning D) to Thy Tetegranly

NEW YORK, Sept. 17 Tho Sup toe
murrow Wil say: The couduct af  the
profreslonal racing men who fellow the
cievsly, and by threats smd dangerons
ridug ot the track, fporil the snfoty of
Mujor Tuplor, the eolorad ridor, fa At
i wompetition, shenid eulf forth an inves
tigation by the L, A, W, racing busrd.
The sticntion was calied some e ayy
in the Bun to the fact thut Vazbw vdes
L 2dd Lix bip races o demily feur of bis
Eaclng compasions,

Teyloe was peeently thrown ar W
gaster and budly brutaad o o tucw, and

towas chargd that the peclilont wus
£ Sh peanit of @ votapirnov,

Figure 9. Worcester Telegrarn, September I8,
1897.

all, Maj. [Figare 12]

In his letter Major Taylor seemed most
pleased at what his winning in Cleveland
meant to Black people there. The cycling
publication "Bearings" said there were
about 2,000 spectators, no more than 50 of
them Black. The report said Major Taylor
was the “bright, particular star of the
meet” hosted by the Quill Club and he got
a “storm of applause™ when he appeared
on the track.” He won a |-mile race and a
2-mile race.

Different newspapers used variations of
a wire report that said Taylor would have
won all three of his events in Cleveland
if it weren’t for “a blunder in starting.”
"Bearings" explained that the race started
in the twilight and most of the racers
were caught unaware when the starting
gun went off, and Taylor lost at least 10
seconds there. "The Atlanta Constitution”
ran just two sentences of the story, a week
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GHOKED- TAYLOR

Police Had fo Infcrfere
at Taunton.
Becker Polled the Major From
" "His Bieycle,
Cotored Man Was Second in

the Hace.
Figure 10. Boston Globe, September 24, 1897.

WORC

ASSAULT |
ON TAYLOR!

He Is Kﬁkea Out |
|at Taunton Races,

COWARDLY WORK BY
| WHEELMAN BECKER,

Is Beaten by Worcester
Man in Mile Open,

RUNS INTD TAYLOR AFTER
TAPE IS PASSED,
Jumps On Him When Down and
Ghokes Him,

Figure 11. Worcester Telegram, September 24,
1897.
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later, In an item headlined *“What the Ne-
gro is Doing -- Matters of Interest Among
the Colored People,” and the newspaper
added a parenthetical note about the Quill
Club: “white.” [Figure 13]

Taylor raced in Cleveland on Satur-
day, and wrote home about it on Sunday,
before the punishment for the Taunton
choking was meted out. Over the week-
end there was speculation in the press
that the League of American Wheelmen,
headed by Albert Mott, would suspend
the Taunton assailant from racing for a
long time, or even permanently. [Figore
14] But in the end, Becker was fined a
paltry $50. Other white riders were glad to
chip in to pay it. The payment was made
on Monday at the meet in Trenton, New
Jersey, that Taylor had decided over the
weekend not to attend. With that, Becker's
suspension was lifted after just three days.
[Figure 15]

Major Taylor took a ferry across Lake
Erie on Sunday might from Cleveland and
he was in Buffalo, a day ahead of Tues-
day’s racing there, by the time he learned
of Becker’s reinstatement. His letter from
Buffalo was postmarked Monday, Septem-
ber 27.

Dear Ben,

Enclosed vou will please find the sum of

$50.00, please put it away for me in case |
may need a little ready money. Did you get
my last letter and the paper?

It is vime for me to go to the rack and
train. I race here tomorrow; didn't go to
Trenton, the jump was too mich.

Love to all and kiss the baby for me.

Send mail to me ar 4938 Dearborn St.,
Chicago. 1 will be there on the 29th or
30th.

Goodbye, as ever,

Major

Writing home on Sunday morning,
before the $30 penalty was announced,
Taylor had chosen his words carefully.

He wrote to Walker that he felt better than
expected “atter the tall [ had” and went on
10 say, In essence, not Lo get him started on
that topic. “Fall” seems like a mild word
for the way he was hurled to the ground in
Taunton and then choked, or the way the
August 31 crash in Worcester happened.
The Worcester incident was deemed a foul
— in other words. not purely an accident —
and in Taunton it was an outright assault.

Apparently Major Taylor knew that ev-

eryone at Taunton had seen what happened

and that he was already getting sympathy

— T

Vizjor Taylor's Letiers to Ben Walker, 1857

Figure 12. Letter from Major Ty

Walker from Cleveland, dated Se;
1897. American Antiquarian Socety.

in the press, so he didn’t want or need
to express indignation. even in a private
letter. He may have figured that complain-
ing or lashing out could be interpreted as
whining or protesting too much and could
turn the officials against him.

Keeping tight-lipped also reflected Tay-
lor’s general demeanor of not expressing
anger or resentment, of just letting his legs
do the talking. The famous quote from his
autobiography. published about 30 years
later, is “Life is too short for a man to hold
bitterness in his heart.” Given the racial
climate, declining to speak out plainly
against injustice was also a political choice
and a survival tactic. To be seen as “uppi-
ty” would only heighten the danger.

There’s one more letter in this set, more
than a month later, from Indianapolis.

November st
Dear Ben.

I hope you will pardon me for not
answering vour letter before this, I have
been preity busy jor the past few days,

B e

WHAT THE NEGBG IS DOING.

Matters of Intersst Among the Celored
People.

The seimons delivered by Dr J 8 Filp-
per and Res Wil Flagg, 3@ st Big
Bethel church last Bundosy wers very able
ipdeed  The members pasior and friends
of the church made a nolble eoffort 1o pay
off some of the debis of the church on Jast
Bunday “ow thei the <hurch hix been
condemned agaln, it throws another heavy
burden upon that patient and hoard work-
ing peopie, yet they will pull thiough We
4te 1old that I at Brsf we o not succesd
1y again Hence thwe pagtor and members
and fiicnds of that congregation showis
not let these di<adsasntages with whi o
they aie coming in counthaet cause them e
falter from deing then duty,

O, Septembar 2,th, af the Quill Chas
imhite) roces, In Clevelami, O, In the poes
choe of fully 20l pecple, Major Tooo
solored of Cambridpeport, Mass, wee wo
Faens wnd would bave faoken the thisd S
ik ool been 1ot o bunder fn the stas:

Figure 13. Atlanta Constitution, Octobe =
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en [ expected
Friday but T
siraighten up a
business just ar
the last moment; and

15 detained longer
cred to, however
rart Wed. AM.
less prevented
s or business
importance. I
iing fo stop over
veland, Ohio, for
days and I will be
e by Saturday sure,
1wt before.

s very rainy and
ere just now. I was
hurch most all day
vesterday.

Sav Ben, I just
recetved another letter
rom the factory saying
that they had not got the
randem yet. I am very
muech worried about it
but mavbe I can find it
when I come.

By the way, Ben I
hope that I have not put
you out in any respect
by nor coming on the
30th If I have I will just have fo let you
bear it our of me when I do get back home.
Well, I don't know what to say, or rather
I don't care to write too much or Fwon't
nuch fo tatk about when I do ger
You can tell the boys that they had
begin to walk mighty straight, and
vou can kiss the baby for me.

Well Ben, please excuse this short lester
ik for me this week sure. Tell Annie
ife her when I get io Cleveland.

Again hoping to see vou and all of the
folks Saturday.

tember 25, 1897,

€

a 1 %6

I beg to remain
vour sincere friend,
Major

The letter is not on hotel stationery
like the others. In Indianapolis, Major
Tavlor may have stayed with family or
wds. Taylor’s pocket diaries show that
the Chicago address he gave for where he
could be reached at the end of September
belonged to his sister Gertrude.

Major Taylor wrote “Kiss the baby
for me” in the Buffalo and Indianapolis
Iztiers, apparently referring to the Walk-
ers’ youngest child at that time, Alice.

HOTT WILL ACT
'WITHOUT DELAY,

Wil Probably Parmnsuﬂy Sus-
pend Major Taylor’s Assalant,

BOSTON RACING MEH DISRUST-
£D AT BECKER'S WORK.
Spesdy Rider Hes Recoveted From
Rssonlt,

{Bperisl Dhepsicd io The Telegrsm.

BOSION, Hept. M~~W, E. Becker,
the Califoralns Fucor, who ehoked Mrjur
Toyiar on the track af the Taenton falr
grounds yeaterdoy, will bave b &
abort sbift ot the bande of thy L. 4. W,
ollicieis, The probability is that be witt
be permengntly suspended mand
from B A, W. racor,  Fresident Moit
of the rocing bousd Interomted himaelf
in rhe sise &t once, hax starfed o rigid
Szmmrg eod whl uet sithont deiny, AH

B Ioeel maeing oR &F9 nm: !
gustial us Becker's perfornig

Prylor B iecovenal from t%w a-sm:ll,
but rders zes remindine

Figure 14. Worcester Telegram, Sep-

The 1900 U.S. Census
l shows the Walkers
‘ with four children,
including 3-year-old
[ Alice, born in February
| 1897, “Tell Annie” in
| the Indianapolis letter
| may be referring to
Ben Walker’s wife,
who is listed in the
census as Annie. And
“tell the boys™ likely
refers to the Walkers’
other children in 1897:
Richard, who was 7 at
that time, Albert, age
6. and Raymond, age
4. [Figure 16] Ray-
mond Walker wasn’t
listed in the 1900
census because he
had died in February
1898, at age 5 years,
2 months, and 8§ days.
The cause is listed as
acute hydrocephalus,
or fluid on the brain.
[Figure 17] A few
months later the Walk-
ers had another baby
girl, Beryl; the 1900
census said she was
born in May 1898.

By the time of the 1900 Census, the
Walkers had moved around the corner
from Parker Street onte Mason Court,
about one-tenth of a mile away, and Major
Taylor had won his world championship
and had bought his own house in anoth-
er neighborhood (to the alarm of white
neighbors). The Walkers would have
another son, Benjamin, in [901. The home

basred

one fuather

BECKER'S LIGHT PENALTY.

Bxoite Indignation on the Part of
Hiersie Mon,
{Specinl Di b to The ‘Pak ]
NMY YORK, Hopt 8B~~Ths motlen of u»
raing baar of tho fo & W, in Lmposing & fas
of tiler,

for umum B‘M‘ i‘uylw’?tf Tunnton lost
woek, b mid ro nd,

g
Jmkw. wloen «md m 6 espiain tho As
sauit ubmiited A -ummn; thu Paylor delib-
LD l‘uaﬁ inte llu hiots
ﬂll'a ol coopted, but,
cldul lc ﬁnn !Iuetm' ﬂ:;: hilg

i ﬁm! mr%} umﬂs lw rmic{\;mul:‘oﬂmiﬁ by irsod
s . Hacksr s
and iy 'm ldl; sgrin

W sovarel crtliulnd tngu
shlarn gnd riding ;mmu |

‘® Jight panaity opow jecker, M is mrﬂmnn
thai intonag vivebry oxiste ﬂm%:hn Jomilag
and wol ft 18

riders
Biiarad. wonld xladly snoridon $56 10 ocde
et lu 8 chkies Uow aL Kone o rivsl,

Figure 15. Worcester Telegmm, September’ 29,
1897.

at 13 Parker Street has been replaced by a
warehouse built in 1920; it most recently
housed a used car business that was dis-
solved in 2021.

Major Taylor wrote in the Indianapolis
letter that he was “at church most all day™
Sunday. This is consistent with a promise
he had made to his mother before she died
earlier that year, to live an upright Christian
life. His religious faith definitely shaped his
identity and impacted his career. He was a
steadfast member of the John Street Baptist
Church in Worcester. As a devout Christian,
Major Taylor refused for many years to
race on Sundays. He turned down lucrative
offers to race in Europe, where Sunday
racing was customary -- until he was able,
by virtue of his superstar status, to negotiate
the provision “no racing on Sundays” in his
contract for Europe in 1901.

In the same letter, Taylor said he had
been occupied with business. It was a
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thure 16. 1900 U.S. Census entries for Mason Court, Worcester, Massachuseits, District 1773,
Sheet 12. National Archives and Records Administration vig Ancestry.com.
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Figure 17. Record of Raymond Walkers death in Worcester on February 23, 1 898 Massachu-
setts Death Records, 1841-1915, via Ancestry.com.
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“anufacturing

—o. The compa-
=y had gone into !

¢ 2 shakeout in
e bike indus- '

ey

s for racing,
Mzjor Taylor, by
me of the

adianapolis let-
= in November, ! Meat,
w2s out of the :
mning for the r
“ational champi-  Figure 18 Worcester Telegram,
cihip. Afterthe  October 13, 1897,

~‘=veland meet in September, the national
~ouit was extended into the South. But
wn after town, including Indianapo-
and New Albany, Indiana; Louisville,
“.=ntucky, and St. Louis, Taylor was shut
1 of competition. Either racist promoters
=="used his entry, or the white riders re-
~ed 1o race against him." [Figure 17] In
= 2-October, “discouraged at his chances
= this country,” Taylor quit the circuit
“22 headed home, telling reporters he
«ould go to France at once (although he

‘e 19, Eddie Bald. Spaldings Official
Siovdle Guide, 1897,

|WAJOR TAYLOR
T0 60 T0 FRANCE,

|Says He Will Taks His Dopart-
tre For That Gountry a! Onga,

|LEFT NATIONAL GIRCUIT FOR
NEW YORK LAST NIGHT.

:| Goaver Braaks Record ot Louisvilie

IS [Figure 18] Ultimatelv, Eddie
Bald was declared the national
champion again. [Figare 19]
Despite the racism from
white riders, 1897 was a
remarkably successful season
for Major Taylor. Biographer
Andrew Ritchie summed it
up: Major Taylor beat Bald in
several races and pushed him
to tight finishes in others. In

Taylor finished in the top four,

He won thousands of dollars,

becaine a fan favorite, and

found managers and promoters

eager to back him.'s

A "Worcester Telegram"

headline that fall declared
Major Taylor “the Surprise of the Year™
[Figure. 20] His career trajectory bore
that out. His struggles and successes in
1897 laid the foundation for his crown-
ing achievements: numerous speed
records in 1898, the world title in 1899,

PRACTICALENBOF |
MATIONAL CIRCUIT

Eddla Bald the Bast All-Round
- Man h{ Gompatition Events.

L —

EARL KISER MAKES A RE-
MARKABLE SHOWING.
Major Taylor the Surprias of the
Year.

{8pecisl Dispates ta The Tclegram.)

NEW YORK, Oect. 4.—The outdoor
trtck rucing semwou has practically
tiowil In (he Fast and West, and the
fending riders are now propariug to com-
pete oo n southern elreult, Considering
the work of all the professionals, |t Is
conveded that K. C, Bald of Buffulo
should receive the eredit of Lelug the

Tuwat nllrannd s o In nemnotillan svants.
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didn’t go to Europe until 1901).

most of his races with the high-
est-ranked professionals, Major

Figure 21. Publicity photo of Major Taylor
by Elmer Chickering of Boston at the peak of
Taylors American success in 1900, The Wheel
July 5, 1900. Library of Congress,

and trizmphant tours in Europe and
Australia. The Jetters that Major Taylor
wrote home during his first pro season
of bike racing give us a glimpse of his
ambition and his focus, and the making
of a champion. [Figure 21] @
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