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By Craig S. Semon
Telegram & Gazette Staff

STURBRIDGE — A selectman 
Monday night said she thinks 
one “letter of non-opposition” 
for a medical marijuana dis-
pensary in town is more than 
enough, especially in the wake 
of recent information that the 
man who hit and killed a state 
trooper in March bought and 
smoked medical marijuana just 
before the crash.

“I’d like to know if we are 
within our legal rights to make 
the grounds of not issuing a 
letter of non-opposition because 
others have already been issued 
and we have concerns with the 
area being saturated with medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries,” 
Mary B. Dowling said. “In other 
words, is that a legitimate basis 
to deny additional letters of sup-
port based on traffic and safety 
and everything else we are con-
cerned with?”

Although she didn’t mention 
Trooper Thomas L. Clardy by 
name, Ms. Dowling referenced 
recent developments in the 

case against David K. Njuguna, 
the man accused of killing the 
trooper when he crashed his 
vehicle into the trooper’s parked 
cruiser in the breakdown lane of 
the Massachusetts Turnpike in 
Charlton on March 16.

Mr. Njuguna, 30, of 6 Wall 
St., Webster, was indicted on 
charges of manslaughter, man-
slaughter by motor vehicle, 
motor vehicle homicide by neg-
ligence, motor vehicle homicide 
(driving under the influence of 
drugs), driving to endanger and 
driving an uninsured car.

State police investigators 
found that the estimated speed 

of Mr. Njuguna's 2011 Nissan 
Maxima when it struck Trooper 
Clardy's vehicle from behind 
was 81 miles per hour. Wit-
nesses and evidence indicated 
Mr. Njuguna sped from the left 
lane across three lanes without 
signaling.

Before the crash, Mr. Njuguna 
had purchased marijuana ciga-
rettes, and a partially smoked 
marijuana cigarette was found 
in the car. Blood specimens 
seized by state police found Mr. 
Njuguna had "an active THC 
level" at the time of the crash.

“I don’t want to be the test 
town and we already have one 

death," Ms. Dowling said. "And 
I feel like the regulations have 
to be clarified on what have to 
know about safety, got to know 
that they’re not going to be able 
to use it when they get in a car 
and go on (Interstates) 84 or 90 
so there aren’t any more deaths 
contributed to this."

Mayflower Botanicals Inc. 
is seeking a medical marijuana 
dispensary license from the state 
Department of Public Health 
for a Sturbridge location. It is 
the second medical marijuana 
facility seeking to set up shop in 
town. In a 3-2 vote Jan. 18, the 
Board of Selectmen authorized 

a “letter of non-opposition” to 
accompany Heal Inc.’s license 
application for a marijuana 
dispensary at the Sturbridge 
Business Park, 690 Main St., on 
the west side of Route 20.

“Perhaps we have one medical 
marijuana facility but we don’t 
want five,” Ms. Dowling said. 
“We don’t want to be the hub 
in Central Massachusetts where 
people come to get their mari-
juana, whether it’s medical, and, 
if it goes forward to recreational, 
even more so.”

Selectmen are expected to 
make their final decision some-
time next month.

STURBRIDGE

Selectman has concerns about supporting 2nd pot facility
Dowling: ‘I don’t want 
to be the test town’

By Brian Lee
Telegram & Gazette Staff

SOUTHBRIDGE - Town 
councilors Monday unani-
mously approved a $49.6 
million general fund operat-
ing budget for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1.

Councilors also voted to 
appropriate $3.4 million 
and $3.2 million for sewer 
and water enterprise funds, 
respectively.

Meanwhile, a voting item 
for a far lesser amount, to test 
36 private wells of homes on 
Pleasant Street and Clemence 
Hill Road, was also a topic of 
considerable discussion.

Regarding the budget, two 
councilors expressed concern 
about potential problems 
from a plan to combine health 
and building inspection func-
tions. The town aims to hire 
a full-time assistant building 
inspector to replace Building 
Inspector Nicola Tortis, who 
retired but continues to work 
part time.

The office has a full-time 
administrative assistant, but 
the plan calls for reducing 
that job to part time, thereby 
expanding the availability for 
building inspections greatly.

Meanwhile, Health Direc-
tor Andrew R. Pelletier, a 
licensed building commis-
sioner, will oversee both 
departments, according to 
Town Manager Ronald San 
Angelo, who added that the 
result of all the changes is 
an $11,000 increase, a small 
amount considering the bol-
stering of building services.

For the building depart-
ment, Mr. Pelletier said he 
would assume administrative 
tasks and act as a mediator 

should the building and health 
codes “have a difference of 
opinion on how to attack a 
problem code.”

The plan also calls for 
having a health department 
administrative assistant con-
duct restaurant inspections, 
freeing Mr. Pelletier’s time. 
He said he is consumed with 
oversight of the landfill.

Speaking of the landfill, 
councilors also approved 
up to $5,400 to determine if 
volatile organic compounds 
and 1,4-dioxane are in the 
36 private wells that are just 
beyond a half mile from the 
landfill. The voting item was 
aimed at allaying residents’ 
concerns about contamina-
tion in groundwater. The 
residents suggest the landfill 
on Barefoot Road could be 
contaminating their wells.

Resident John Pulawski 
asked the council to wait on 
voting and ask Casella Waste 
Systems to pay for the test-
ing. He said he’s glad Casella 
pays for testing private wells 
in Charlton and the company 
should do the same here.

Mr. Pelletier said Casella 
pays for the testing in Charl-
ton as part of a permit for Cell 
7 at the landfill, to test every 
well within a half-mile. Mr. 
Pelletier went on to say that 
data he has looked at indi-
cates groundwater flows from 
the landfill northwest, toward 
Berry Corner Road in Charl-
ton. The Southbridge homes 
are south of the landfill.

Mr. Pelletier urged the 
council to pay for the testing 
“unless there’s a reason to 
blame the landfill for it.”

Low-bidder Microbac Lab-
oratories of Worcester will do 
the testing, for $150 per home.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Town Council OKs 
$49.6M budget

By J.P. Ellery
Correspondent

EAST BROOKFIELD — The 
possibility of East Brookfield 
joining the Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical School 
district is unlikely.

Town officials have deter-
mined that a switch from the 
current tuition-based voca-
tional education would cost the 
taxpayers $186,000 in Chapter 

70 state aid if they opted to join 
Pathfinder, based in the Three 
Rivers section of Palmer.

"It may not be a good idea 
to join Pathfinder," Select-
man Theodore A. Boulay said at 
Monday night’s board meeting.

Pathfinder has been making 
overtures to East Brookfield 
and West Brookfield to become 
part of the multitown school 
district.

East Brookfield sends 15 

students to various voca-
tional schools in area towns at 
total cost of $165,000, and it 
receives back $186,000 in state 
aid, which is a $21,000  gain 
for East Brookfield, according 
to Andrew Lynch of  town’s 
Finance Committee. He told 
selectmen that  joining the 
Pathfinder District would cost 
the town $150,000,  but the 
$186,000 in state aid would go 
to Pathfinder and not the town.

Both Mr. Boulay and Select-
man Joseph R. Fish expressed 
concern that the future avail-
ability of vocational openings 
for East Brookfield students at 
the schools now being used on 
a tuition basis is unpredictable.

Mr. Boulay said he would try 
to get a projection of available 
slots at Tantasqua Regional in 
Sturbridge, one of the schools 
attended by some East Brook-
field students.

EAST BROOKFIELD

Offi  cials say Pathfi nder ‘not a good idea’

By J.P. Ellery
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD — 
Selectmen decided Tuesday 
night to recommend the town 
provide the Quaboag Regional 
School District with an extra 
$250,000 on top of the mini-
mum contribution required 
by the state for the fiscal 2017 
school budget. That is down 
from the $309,000 sought by 

the district.
This sets the stage for another 

potentially contentious battle 
to resolve the proposed school 
budget, because voters in 
Warren, the other town in the 
district, recently decided to 
approve a significantly reduced 
additional minimum contribu-
tion of $143,000, down from 
the nearly $489,000 requested 
by the school district.

If West Brookfield voters 
approve the $250,000 figure at 
the June 7 annual town meeting 
that still will not lock in a fiscal 
2017 school budget unless, 
and until, Warren agrees to 

hold another town meeting to 
increase its extra minimum con-
tribution figure from $143,000 
to $391,000, according to 
School Superintendent Brett M. 
Kustigian, who was present at 
Tuesday’s selectmen’s meeting.

T o  c o m p o u n d  m a t t e r s 
there is no assurance that the 
regional school committee will 
agree to the reduced amounts 
of $391,000 and $250,000 in 
the respective towns. The com-
mittee may want to insist on the 
original higher amounts.

“At this point they do not 
want to lower the budget,” Mr. 
Kustigian said.

West Brookfield Selectman 
John V. Tivnan said if the school 
committee seeks to increase the 
$250,000 to $309,000 at the 
June 7 annual town meeting he 
will urge voters to defeat the 
higher amount. He said the town 
does not have the money.

“When you outspend yourself 
by $300,000 a year (as West 
Brookfield has recently) you’re 
going to run out of money,” Mr. 
Tivnan said.

Mr. Kustigian countered 
by saying if the school budget 
gets cut any more the only 
option is to cut school staff and 
programs.

WEST BROOKFIELD

Board: Trim $59K off  school budget request
Recommendation to 
be voted on at town 
meeting June 7

WORCESTER

Major 
cleaning
Steve Johnson, left, and Pat 
Mullan, of Mostecki Masonry, 
clean and polish the bronze 
statue of Worcester’s famous 
cyclist Marshall W. “Major” 
Taylor outside the Worcester 
Public Library Thursday. Major 
Taylor was a Worcester resi-
dent who won a world cycling 
championship in 1899. The statue 
was erected in 2008 through 
the efforts of the Major Taylor 
Association. 
T&G STAFF/RICK CINCLAIR

think refore you strike.
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Spring Forward To Your 
Healthy Summer

Lose 10 To 20 Lbs.
In 20 Days Or Less 

Guaranteed !

'Follow Jen C. On WXLO, 1045 As She Continues 
To Bum Fat Even After The Dieting Is Over!

John! iVJI Jc/s: i 'Jibs inS thija
hi f i l isi i/ j J y duya

FREE CONSULTATION, FREE BODY COMPOSITION-
Quantum Fat Loss | 276 Turnpike Road | 
Westboro, MA 01581 | (508) 366-7766 I

QUANTUMFATLOSS.COM I
The clients' named above were/are actual clients dnd were tracked by actual ddtd 
recorded from day 1 of program to day claimed above on health edge plus tm 
software Scale measurement through a body composition analysis, created by 
Tanita corp. Some are above average results for our program and are recorded on 
a daily basis. Average results are Men lose 1 lb. Per day, women lose .5 lb. Per da’age aJL

H»W
I I H ó ù ù  I  I

North Bid
rcrrnTfflgrrpna
www.norlliendmotorsales.CDm

Ì̂ Save lime & Money., 
lancet Registry

Over 12 Vehicles Under 10K Check OUT NORTHENDMOTORSALES.COM
2013 CADILLAC ATS

IMMACULATE 1 OWNER, LEATHER, ROOF, 
BACK UP CAMERA, FACTORY WARRANTY

*22,900

2014 FORD FI 50
1 OWNER, SUPER CLEAN INSIDE AND OUT, 4X4 WITH 

EC0B00ST!! FUIL CREW CAB, ONLY 27K MILES

*28,900
2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO
CLEAN CARFAX 1 OWNER, 4X4, LOW MILEAGE, FACTORY WARRANTY..
2012 HONDA CRV
EXL MODEL, LEATHER, HEATED SEATS, MOONROOF,
BACKUP CAMERA, LOW MILEAGE, FACTORY WARRANTY_____
2014 DODGE CHARGER
SXT ALL WHEEL DRIVE, BLACK LEATHER, HEATED SEATS,
BEATS AUDIO, LOW MILEAGE, FACTORY WARRANTY________
2016 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
SAVE THOUSANDS!! ONLY 9K MILES,
MOONROOF, ALLOYS, FACTORY WARRANTY_______________
2014 NISSAN ROGUE 
4 CYL, 29K MILES, BACK UP CAMERA,
STILL UNDER FACTORY WARRANTY, PRICED TO SELL_______
2012 NISSAN MURANO
CLEAN CARFAX, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, LOW MILEAGE, ALLOY WHEELS _
2013 BUICK ENCLAVE
CLEAN CARFAX, 1 OWNER, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, FULLY LOADED, 
LEATHER, ROOF, BACK UP CAMERA AND MANY MORE OPTIONS- 
2013 NISSAN JUKE 
CLEAN CARFAX, 1 OWNER, 39K MILES,
ALL WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOYS, PRICED TO SELL_______________
2013 SUBARU IMPREZA 
CLEAN CARFAX, 1 OWNER, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,
LOW MILEAGE, HEATED SEATS, ALLOY WHEELS-

*24,900

.*18,900

*24,900

.*15,900

2014 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER SPORT
CLEAN CARFAX, 1 OWNER, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,
SPORTY, LOW MILEAGE, FACTORY WARRANTY__________

-*17,900

.*16,900

.*29,900

.*14,900

.*16,900

—*17,900

2014 CHRYSLER 300
BLACK ON BLACK LEATHER, DOUBLE MOONROOF, BACK UPCAMERA,
NAVIGATION AND MANY MORE OPTIONS, FACTORY WARRANTY ON LY20K MIES______
2014 FORD EDGE
SEL ALL WHEEL DRIVE, FULLY LOADED, LEATHER, PANORAMIC ROOF, 
NAVIGATION, BACK UP CAMERA, 20 INCH WHEELS___________
2014 Mitsubishi lancer
ALL WHEEL DRIVE SE MODEL, 4 CYL,
GREAT ON GAS, LOTS OF FACTORY WARRANTY..........................
2014 CHHY EQUINOX
ALL WHEEL DRIVE, 4 CYUNDER,GREAT ON GAS,
ALLOY WHEELS, FACTORY WARRANTY UP TO 100K....................
2014 HOriDA ACCORD
SPORT MODEL, 4 CYL, BACK UP CAMERA, ALLOY WHEELS, 
RELIABLE, SPORTY AND AFFORDABLE...........................................
2015 JEEP PATRIOT
CLEAN CARFAX, 1 OWNER, HIGH ALTITUDE EDITION,
LEATHER.ROOF, ALLOYS, HEATED SEATS, 14K MILES................
2015 DODGE DART
ONLY 4K MILES!!! SXT MODEL, 4 CYL, GREAT ON GAS, TONS OF FACTORY
WARRANTY, BLUETOOTH, BACK UP CAMERA AND MORE_____
2015 CHRYSLER 300
LIMITED MODEL, LEATHER, DOUBLE ROOF, CHROME WHEELS,
NAVIGATION, ONLY 4K MUSH! TONS OF FACTORY WARRANT, SAVE THOUSANDS...
2015 FORD FUSION
SE AWD, LEATHER, MOONROOF, ALLOYS, BACK UP CAMERA, 
ONLY 9K MILES!! WE WILL SAVE YOU THOUSANDS......................
2016 NISSAN FRONTIER
ONLY 2K MILES!! LIKE NEW EXCEPT FOR THE PRICE, IMMACULATE 
INSIDE AND OUT, CREW CAB, 4X4, SV MODEL WITH BACK UP CAMERA..,

*22,900

*27,900

*14,900

.*16,900

*17,900

*20,900

..*15,900

*28,900

*23,900

*27,900

508.853.7665 | 927 W Boylston Street, Worcester MA 01606 
Win a $100 AMEX Card on our Facebook Page©

WM0000266478-01 "does not include tax + title fees"
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