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Selectmen are expected to
make their final decision sometime next month.
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Steve Johnson, left, and Pat
Mullan, of Mostecki Masonry,
clean and polish the bronze
statue of Worcester’s famous
cyclist Marshall W. “Major”
Taylor outside the Worcester
Public Library Thursday. Major
Taylor was a Worcester resident who won a world cycling
championship in 1899. The statue
was erected in 2008 through
the efforts of the Major Taylor
Association.
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EAST BROOKFIELD

Officials say Pathﬁnder ‘not a good idea’
By J.P. Ellery
Correspondent

EAST BROOKFIELD — The
possibility of East Brookfield
joining the Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical School
district is unlikely.
Town officials have determined that a switch from the
current tuition-based vocational education would cost the
taxpayers $186,000 in Chapter

70 state aid if they opted to join
Pathfinder, based in the Three
Rivers section of Palmer.
"It may not be a good idea
to join Pathfinder," Selectman Theodore A. Boulay said at
Monday night’s board meeting.
Pathfinder has been making
overtures to East Brookfield
and West Brookfield to become
part of the multitown school
district.
East Brookfield sends 15

students to various vocational schools in area towns at
total cost of $165,000, and it
receives back $186,000 in state
aid, which is a $21,000 gain
for East Brookfield, according
to Andrew Lynch of town’s
Finance Committee. He told
selectmen that joining the
Pathfinder District would cost
the town $150,000, but the
$186,000 in state aid would go
to Pathfinder and not the town.

Both Mr. Boulay and Selectman Joseph R. Fish expressed
concern that the future availability of vocational openings
for East Brookfield students at
the schools now being used on
a tuition basis is unpredictable.
Mr. Boulay said he would try
to get a projection of available
slots at Tantasqua Regional in
Sturbridge, one of the schools
attended by some East Brookfield students.

WEST BROOKFIELD

the
ing
to

Board: Trim $59K off school budget request

abdo
me.

Recommendation to
be voted on at town
meeting June 7

the district.
This sets the stage for another
potentially contentious battle
to resolve the proposed school
budget, because voters in
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Warren,
the other town in the
May 27, 2016 9:37 am (GMT +4:00)
Correspondent
district, recently decided to
approve a significantly reduced

hold another town meeting to
increase its extra minimum contribution figure from $143,000
to $391,000, according to
School Superintendent Brett M.
Kustigian, who was present at
Tuesday’s selectmen’s meeting.
To compound matters

West Brookfield Selectman
John V. Tivnan said if the school
committee seeks to increase the
$250,000 to $309,000 at the
June 7 annual town meeting he
will urge votersPowered
to defeat
the
by TECNAVIA
higher amount. He said the town
does not have the money.

